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SUBJECT: GDR AMBASSADOR SIEBER'S CALL ON UNDER SECRETARY 
HABIB 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO GDR AMBASSADOR SIEBER'S REQUEST FOR 
APPOINTMENT WITH THE SECRETARY TO DELIVER A MESSAGE FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER, SIEBER WAS RECEIVED APRIL 26 BY 
UNDER SECRETARY HABIB. MAIN POINTS FOLLOW: 

2. HUMANITARIAN CASES: SIEBER CONVEYED FOLLOWING MESSAGE; 

BEGIN QUOTE: MR. OSKAR FISCHER, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE GDR, HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM THE US GOVERNMENT ON 
BEHALF OF MR. ERICH HONECKER, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF 
STATE OF THE GDR, THAT ALL REQUESTS MADE TO GDR AUTHORITIES 
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BY OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE US FOR AUTHORIZATION OF 
MARRIAGES BETWEEN GDR CITIZENS AND US CITIZENS, AS WELL AS 
FOR EMIGRATION (UEBERSIEDLUNG), HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY 
EXAMINED. ALL THESE REQUESTS HAVE BEEN APPROVED. END 
QUOTE. 

3. TRADE RELATIONS: THE GDR AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT THE 
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GDR LEADERSHIP HAD BEEN STRONGLY AND FAVORABLY IMPRESSED 
BY THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE LEIPZIG 
FAIR. SIEBER DESCRIBED DEVELOPMENTS IN BILATERAL TRADE AS 

POSITIVE OVER THE PAST YEAR. HE REFERRED TO THE RECENT 
ESTABLISHMENT HERE OF A US-GDR TRADE COUNCIL, OBSERVED 
THAT STATE SECRETARY BEIL WILL LEAD A DELEGATION TO THE 
US IN JUNE FOR TRADE DISCUSSIONS WITH THIS BODY, AND 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE FOR DEPARTMENT OF STATE SUPPORT IN THIS 
CONTEXT. 

4. CULTURAL EXCHANGES: REFERRING TO THE CURRENT DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN IREX AND GDR DEPUTY EDUCATION MINISTER HEIDORN, 

THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE GDR IS PREPARED TO INCREASE 
FROM 20 TO 50 MAN MONTHS PER YEAR EXCHANGE VISITS 

BY SCHOLARS AND SCIENTISTS. HE HOPED THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
WOULD EXERCISE A POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON IREX. AMBASSADOR 
SIEBER COMMENTED THAT THE GDR WISHES TO IMPLEMENT ALL 
BASKETS OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT AND REGARDS ITS DECISION 
ON HUMANITARIAN CASES AS WELL AS ITS PROPOSAL TO LENGTHEN 
THE STAY OF VISITING SCHOLARS AS CONTRIBUTIONS IN THIS 
CONTEXT. 

5. SUGGESTED FISCHER VISIT: SIEBER SAID THAT AT THE 
RECENT EAST GERMAN CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETING IN BERLIN 
FISCHER HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO VISIT THE US 
IN THE FALL FOR AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH SECRETARY VANCE. 
SIEBER ASKED THE UNDER SECRETARY TO EXPLORE THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF SUCH A MEETING. 
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6. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB OBSERVED THAT WE HAVE TRIED TO 
DEVELOP OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GDR IN A PRACTICAL, STEP- 
BY-STEP MANNER. IMPROVED TRADE RELATIONS WERE ONE SUCH 
STEP, BUT THERE WERE OTHERS. HE EMPHASIZED US INTEREST 

IN THE CONCLUSION OF A CONSULAR CONVENTION WHICH WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVED TRADE AND GENERAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE GDR. WE ARE AWAITING THE GDR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER. 
WE ATTACH SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CONCLUSION OF A CONSULAR 
AGREEMENT AND SEE IT AS A MAJOR STEP TOWARD REGULARIZING 
OUR RELATIONSHIP. THE UNDER SECRETARY SAID THAT WE 
UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF SUCH MEASURES AS THE GDR 
DECISION ON HUMANITARIAN CASES. SUCH PRACTICAL STEPS ARE 
CONDUCIVE TO IMPROVED RELATIONS, AND WE WANT TO CONSIDER 
THESE MATTERS IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR TOTAL RELATIONSHIP. 

7. AS TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER 
MIGHT COME HERE, HABIB REPLIED THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO 
TRANSMIT SIEBER'S SUGGESTION TO THE SECRETARY. HE WOULD 
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PROVIDE ANSWER ONCE HE HAD EXPLORED IT WITH THE 
SECRETARY. HABIB ADDED THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO EXAMINE 
THE CLIMATE OF THE US-GDR RELATIONSHIP WITH A VIEW TO ITS 
IMPORTANCE FOR POLITICAL CONSULATIONS. 

8. AS A FINAL POINT SIEBER ASKED WHO MIGHT BE THE NEXT 
US AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR. THE UNDER SECRETARY REPLIED 
THAT A DECISION WAS EXPECTED IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. HE 
ASSURED SIEBER THAT THE DELAY IN NAMING AN AMBASSADOR HAD 
NO POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
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1 . IN RESPONSE TO GDR AMBASSADOR SIEBER'S REQUEST FOR 
APPOINTMENT WITH THE SECRETARY TO DELIVER A MESSAGE FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER, SIEBER WAS RECEIVED APRIL 26 BY 
UNDER SECRETARY HABIB. MAIN POINTS FOLLOW: 
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2. HUMANITARIAN CASES: SIEBER CONVEYED FOLLOWING MESSAGE; 
BEGIN QUOTE: MR. OSKAR FISCHER, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE GDR, HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM THE US GOVERNMENT ON 
BEHALF OF MR. ERICH HONECKER, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF 
STATE OF THE GDR, THAT ALL REQUESTS MADE TO GDR AUTHORITIES 
BY OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF THE US FOR AUTHORIZATION OF 
MARRIAGES BETWEEN GDR CITIZENS AND US CITIZENS, AS WELL AS 
FOR EMIGRATION (UEBERSIEDLUNG), HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY 
EXAMINED. ALL THESE REQUESTS HAVE BEEN APPROVED. END 
QUOTE. 

3. TRADE RELATIONS: THE GDR AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT THE 
GDR LEADERSHIP HAD BEEN STRONGLY AND FAVORABLY IMPRESSED 
BY THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE LEIPZIG 
FAIR. SIEBER DESCRIBED DEVELOPMENTS IN BILATERAL TRADE AS 

POSITIVE OVER THE PAST YEAR. HE REFERRED TO THE RECENT 
ESTABLISHMENT HERE OF A US-GDR TRADE COUNCIL, OBSERVED 
THAT STATE SECRETARY BEIL WILL LEAD A DELEGATION TO THE 
US IN JUNE FOR TRADE DISCUSSIONS WITH THIS BODY, AND 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE FOR DEPARTMENT OF STATE SUPPORT IN THIS 
CONTEXT. 

4. CULTURAL EXCHANGES: REFERRING TO THE CURRENT DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN IREX AND GDR DEPUTY EDUCATION MINISTER HEIDORN, 

THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE GDR IS PREPARED TO INCREASE 
FROM 20 TO 50 MAN MONTHS PER YEAR EXCHANGE VISITS 

BY SCHOLARS AND SCIENTISTS. HE HOPED THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
WOULD EXERCISE A POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON IREX. AMBASSADOR 
SIEBER COMMENTED THAT THE GDR WISHES TO IMPLEMENT ALL 
BASKETS OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT AND REGARDS ITS DECISION 
ON HUMANITARIAN CASES AS WELL AS ITS PROPOSAL TO LENGTHEN 
THE STAY OF VISITING SCHOLARS AS CONTRIBUTIONS IN THIS 
CONTEXT. 

5. SUGGESTED FISCHER VISIT: SIEBER SAID THAT AT THE 
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RECENT EAST GERMAN CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETING IN BERLIN 
FISCHER HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS PREPARED TO VISIT THE US 
IN THE FALL FOR AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH SECRETARY VANCE. 
SIEBER ASKED THE UNDER SECRETARY TO EXPLORE THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF SUCH A MEETING. 

6. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB OBSERVED THAT WE HAVE TRIED TO 
DEVELOP OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GDR IN A PRACTICAL, STEP- 
BY-STEP MANNER. IMPROVED TRADE RELATIONS WERE ONE SUCH 
STEP. BUT THERE WERE OTHERS. HE EMPHASIZED US INTEREST 

IN THE CONCLUSION OF A CONSULAR CONVENTION WHICH WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVED TRADE AND GENERAL RELATIONS WITH 
THE GDR. WE ARE AWAITING THE GDR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER. 

WE ATTACH SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CONCLUSION OF A CONSULAR 
AGREEMENT AND SEE IT AS A MAJOR STEP TOWARD REGULARIZING 
OUR RELATIONSHIP. THE UNDER SECRETARY SAID THAT WE 
UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF SUCH MEASURES AS THE GDR 
DECISION ON HUMANITARIAN CASES. SUCH PRACTICAL STEPS ARE 
CONDUCIVE TO IMPROVED RELATIONS, AND WE WANT TO CONSIDER 
THESE MATTERS IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR TOTAL RELATIONSHIP. 

7. AS TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT FOREIGN MINISTER FISCHER 
MIGHT COME HERE, HABIB REPLIED THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO 
TRANSMIT SIEBER'S SUGGESTION TO THE SECRETARY. HE WOULD 
PROVIDE ANSWER ONCE HE HAD EXPLORED IT WITH THE 
SECRETARY. HABIB ADDED THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO EXAMINE 
THE CLIMATE OF THE US-GDR RELATIONSHIP WITH A VIEW TO ITS 
IMPORTANCE FOR POLITICAL CONSULATIONS. 

8. AS A FINAL POINT SIEBER ASKED WHO MIGHT BE THE NEXT 
US AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR. THE UNDER SECRETARY REPLIED 
THAT A DECISION WAS EXPECTED IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. HE 
ASSURED SIEBER THAT THE DELAY IN NAMING AN AMBASSADOR HAD 
NO POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
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